
TER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME 
)NSUL TATIVE ORGAN IV TION MP/CONF/C.2/WP,38 

19 October 1973 
Origj no.1: FRlilNCH 

IMCO 

INTERNATIONAL COi-IB'ERZNCE ON 
11ti.RINE POLLUTION, 197 3 
Cor:1ni ttoe II 
J.condn i tc.:n 2 
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INTERNATIONJ.L CONVENTION FOR THE PREVENTION OF 

POLLUTION FROM SHIPS, 1973 

P,a.·o_;J1sn\.f._o..r, ,d,ofin,inr,: the boundn.::r,,,i_os _ 
Mudi torranoan S0a fi•om an occanor::ra )hie 

oint Df vfow Roqulation 12 1 u.. 

St, br.:ittcd b,Y,, Fz.~1C8 I I,taly. Ivtomc.2. 
and S,:,ain --

More pr.:lcis0 definitions than those in docur.wnt MP/CONF/C.2/WP,31/Rev.l 

would appca.I' to be n0c0ssnry if tho Mudi torrunoan is to be uffoctivuly prot~ctod 

froL1 pollution, 

Thvrc should be no difficulty in dcfinin~ the c~st~rn boundary, since both 

the Moditorranuan Sea and the Black Soa arc special areas, It would, however, 

be advisable to make clear in which area. the Bosphorus is situated. 

As for tho wostorn boundary, two con-:1onts nay be 11adu: 

(o.) :rror.1 a scientific point of view, the oconnOE,'Taphic phcnonona 

occurrinc in this area are dooinated by tho turnovor between tho 

Mediterranean and Atlantic wa.t~ra, This consists nornally and in 

thl.l u,.1.jority of cases of penetration into the Moditorranoan of 

tho li&htcr surfaco wa.tors of the 1~tlantic, whilo the Medi tcrra.nean 

wo.ters flow out at a creator dopth, Thus, all the surface 

pollutants in the area to tho west of tho strait arc noroolly 

co.ITied into the Moditorra.n0n.n, Protoction of th1; spocial aroa 

should, therefore, boein there. 
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(b) Juridicall~r, this universally recognised scientific point of viow 

has been accepted in deter~inine the geographical boundary 

applicable in certain Conventions or draft Conventions. The 

applicable boundary in tho Oslo Convention, for exanplo, which 

deals with tho dur.i.pinl3' of harmful substancus from ships and 

aircraft, has alroady boon fixed at the meridian of 5°36 1w. It 

would be inadvisable to have a nultiplicity of boundary dofinitions. 


